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test or presentation of claims against estate, estoppel to con- 
test or claim against will by acceptance of legacy or devise, 
supplying omissions in construing wills, and release by heir of 
interest in estate of ancestor. E. P. S. 



Pennsylvania Law and Procedure in Divorce. The Law 
of Divorce and the Proceedings to Obtain a Divorce in Penn- 
sylvania, together with a Full Collection of Forms. By 
Harold M. Sturgeon, of the Erie County Bar. Pp. xxxii 
+ 509. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. Johnson & Co. 1905. 
We hear much at present concerning a " uniform " law of 
divorce. The proposition is discussed both in professional and 
lay circles. Therefore as a presentation of the law of divorce 
in Pennsylvania Mr. Sturgeon's book is timely. 

The book is intended for the legal fraternity. The author 
makes no endeavor to propound and advance his view of the 
ethics of divorce. He contents himself with a lucid and orderly 
statement of the principles and statutes upon which our law 
of divorce is based. And surely this is commendable, for the 
reason that the average practitioner desires to know what the 
law really is, rather than to know what arguments may be ad- 
vanced for or against a principle or statute upon which it is 
based. On this question of the severance of those ties which 
make possible the fundamental institution of society, each is 
capable of thinking for himself, and conclusions will be as 
varied as are the degrees of intelligence and depths of insight in 
human nature. 

The author quotes copiously from the opinions rendered in 
decided cases bearing upon the subject of divorce, and makes 
no statement whatever unless it is supported by authority. 

The book is divided into two parts: Part I, being a state- 
ment of the law; Part II, being an exposition of procedure. 
Chapter XXXVIII contains the forms that are followed in 
divorce proceedings. A cursory glance at the index shows 
that it is complete and exhaustive. Altogether it can be said 
with truth that Mr. Sturgeon has compiled a book which is ad- 
mirable in its treatment of the subject, in its construction and 
arrangement. C. W. W. 



Ancestor-Worship and Japanese Law. By Nobrishije 
Horzumi, Professor of Law in the Imperial University of 
Tokio; also of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 
Tokio: Z. P. Maruza & Co., Ltd. 1901. 
In a little book of less than a hundred pages, this subject, 

somewhat novel to Western minds, is ably presented from the 
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point of view of an ancestor-worshiper himself. As ancestor- 
worship was doubtless never practiced on the continents of 
Europe and America, very little consideration has been given 
to the subject by Western writers ; but in view of the position 
which Japan has recently taken among the nations of the world, 
anything which has to do with a custom so fundamental to the 
morals, laws and institutions of that country becomes especial- 
ly interesting. 

After dealing very briefly with ancestor-worship in general, 
the author proceeds to describe the institution as it exists to- 
day in Japan, and then shows its relation to Japanese law, which 
is the main subject of the paper. It is interesting to note the 
use in the early part of the fifth century of a mode of proof 
which centuries later was employed by the English in deter- 
mining the guilt or innocence of those accused of crime. This 
was the " Kuga dochi," or " ordeal of hot water," whereby the 
truth or falsehood of the clan-names borne by the people was 
tested. 

The author's clear and concise treatment of the subject makes 
the book worth reading. R. E. 



Law in Daily Life. Translated from the German of Rud. 
Von Jhering. With Notes and Additions by Henry 
Goudy, D.C.L., Regius Professor of Civil Law in the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. Pp. xi -f- 169. Oxford : The Clarendon 
Press. 

In this little work is presented a collection of legal questions 
connected with the events of everyday life, which were col- 
lected and used as an aid in teaching. In daily life many legal 
relations and transactions arise, which, owing to the insignifi- 
cance of the object involved, rarely lead to an action, and so 
escape notice, but which are none the less valuable to beginners 
for educational purposes. An examination of the book will 
surprise even the practicing lawyer, as showing to what intri- 
cate problems the simplest facts of everyday life may give rise; 
It should therefore prove to be full of interest to the prac- 
ticing lawyer and layman, and of very great practical value to 
student, teacher and law examiner. W. C. M. 



